Ideas for Hosting a Square Dance

Square Dance Parties
Square dancing at your party or event can add a lot of fun to an evening.  No one needs to have prior experience.  All dances will be taught first and then danced.  If the party is a western theme party, ask people to wear appropriate bandanas or cowboy hats.  Casual dress is also appropriate if the party is for a birthday, anniversary, Christmas, Thanksgiving, or other holiday.
Daddy/Daughter Dances 
or Mother/Son Dances
These can be lots of fun for children or teens ages 6-18.  They are appropriate for school groups, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, youth groups, etc.  Be sure that each child signed up has a parent or adult as a partner.

Youth Group  & Singles Clubs Dances

Having an old fashioned barn dance can be a lot of fun for a teen-age youth group or a group of young adults.  Square dancing is a great social type of dancing, without the one on one intimacy of most other types of dancing.  It is a great mixer for singles clubs also.

Church Hoedown
Square Dances can be a fun part of a Church Hoedown, Picnic or Harvest Festival.  A party like this is perfect for a fall Harvest party, or a mid-winter get together.  Square Dancing is a great way to socialize with other members of the church and have fun!  Throw in some other western type games or have people dress in the western style for extra fun!

Local Festivals & County Fairs
Hold a square dance as one of the events at your town’s summer or fall festival, or at your county fair.  It adds a touch of old-time American culture and fun to your festival or fair, and is a relatively inexpensive form of participatory entertainment.  Advertise it as a dance that anyone can participate in, without any experience.

Living History Demonstrations
Square dancing can be an especially good addition to any type of living history demonstration.  Hold the square dance in conjunction with Civil War Musters or encampments, antique tractor show, blacksmith demonstrations, or agricultural show.  Square dancing goes hand in hand with almost any old-time American or rural type of event.  Be sure to make the dance open to anyone attending the Living History event.
Organizing a Square Dance 101
Organizing your event is just as important as hiring a great square dance caller.  Poorly organized events will not succeed, even with the best caller.

First, you need a location.  It can be a hall, a school, a barn, cafeteria, gymnasium, or even in your basement, garage or on your patio.  Almost anywhere will work, as long as the room is appropriately sized for the amount of people you have.  Try to have about 20 square feet of space (or more) for each dancer.  Take into account how hot or cold a given building will be.  If it is to hot, people will not feel like dancing (they’ll get all sweaty), if its to cold, people may also be uncomfortable (although, they’ll likely keep dancing to stay warm).  It’s usually better to be a bit to cold than to hot (about 60-65 degrees is perfect for a large square dance).  Also, take into account acoustics.  Gymnasiums and large metal barns have notoriously bad acoustics.  Glass walls create a lot of echo.  Drywall and wood walls have good sound absorption, and create a better dance environment.  Flooring is also important.  Square dancing on carpet or rubber coated floors is uncomfortable.  Good dance surfaces include: wood, vinyl tile, and smooth cement.
Second, you need a square dance caller.  It is best to call several callers and get a feeling for their program and their prices.  You’ll find that local callers will all have different approaches and levels of experience with “one night stands.”  Many callers specialize only in “club calling” for experienced dancers, and are not proficient at beginner dances.  Others simply teach beginning club square dances, rather than authentic and historical old fashioned American Square Dances.  Many callers forget that people do not have a square dance party because they want to learn how to square dance – they have the parties because they want to have FUN!  Be sure to get a contract from the caller.  The caller will typically bring all his own equipment including a turntable, amplifier, speaker, records & microphone.  You are usually responsible for providing him a place to plug the equipment in, and a table for the equipment.

Third, you need to send invitations.  When sending invitations, it is important to give people the right expectations.  Let them know they will be participating in a square dance (you could also call it a Country Hoedown or a Barn Dance).  Do not make the square dance a surprise, as this will result in a poor participation rate.  The importance of giving your guests the right expectations cannot be overemphasized.  It is essential to the success of your party.  If you do it right, guests will come looking forward to doing some square dancing.  RSVP is always a good idea, so you know how many will be coming.  
Finally, you need to arrange for food or refreshments for the party, if you are going to offer them.  Try to have the food in the same area as the dance, or very nearby.  If people have to walk a long way to their tables, they are less likely to dance very much.
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Dave Smith – Square Dance Caller

South Lyon, Michigan



Dave Smith is the caller for the  

South Lyon Square Dance Club, a square dance club in South Lyon, Michigan.  He also calls for private parties, church groups, associations, Girl Scouts Daddy-Daughter Dances, etc.  He specializes in old fashioned American Square Dances specifically designed for beginners!  He currently has the BEST square dance program/show in the state of Michigan!  Your group will have a GREAT time both learning and dancing, and Dave’s patient and funny way of teaching and calling the dances will keep everyone smiling! Guaranteed!
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Dave Smith – Square Dance Caller

South Lyon, Michigan
Annual participant in Michigan 
Square Dance Leaders Association Callers Workshop
Active Member of the Michigan

Square Dance Leaders

Association

BMI & ASCAP Licensed

Calling Traditional and

Western Square Dances 

for four years
Reasonably priced

World Famous in Michigan!

Lots of FUN!

Contact him at:

(248) 486-0043

or

davesmith76@yahoo.com
Or write him at:

Dave Smith

22696 Clarkshire Dr.

South Lyon, MI 48178

Dave’s Equipment:  

*High quality Hilton 75 Sound System
*2 - Gemini GT1002 2-Way 300 Watt   Speakers with speaker stands
*Selection of 100 square dance records
*Variable speed cd player (upon request)
*Microphones- wireless and wired
*Costume (full square dance regalia)
Website: More information is available at: http://squaredancemichigan.tripod.com/id29.html
Typical Dance Program
I teach and call Old Fashioned American Square Dances.  These dances are designed for beginners, no prior experience is necessary.  Many of these dances date back over 150 years.  All dances are walked through and taught before being danced.  My focus is on FUN, not on teaching your group to be perfect dancers.
Most of the dances I do are about 2 ½ hours long.  However, dance length can vary from 1-4 hours.  I usually begin dances with a simple mixer in a big circle.  

We then learn the basics of Square Dancing (Dosado, Allemande Left, Allemande Right, Swing, Promenade) in a big circle dance.  From there we break into squares and dance a few basic dances, which are taught and walked through before being danced. These could include: Solomon Levi, Head two gents cross over, Farmer Gray, Duck for the Oyster, and Hot Time in the Old Town Tonight.  Breaks are inserted at appropriate points to prevent overexertion. 
One or two big circle mixers are usually included in the program.  A Country Line Dance is often done in between square dances.  As the evening progresses, other square dance basics may be introduced, depending on the groups ability.  These may include Grand Right and Left, Ladies Chain, Right and Left Thru, and Grand Square.  
I also may introduce other old-time square dances such as: Red River Valley,  Marching Through Georgia, Coming Round the Mountain, Oh Johnny,  and Texas Star.  Our grand finale is always the oldest and most loved of all American Square Dances, the Virginia Reel!
Square Dance Music

I use traditional square dance music (mostly on 45 RPM records) made specifically for square dancing.  Most of the music I use can be classified as old time popular and country music.
Typical records I might use:
Crackerjack, Up the Creek, Old Joe Clark, Cindy, Turkey in the Straw, Old Dan Tucker, Boil them Cabbages Down; Alabama Jubilee; Hot Time in the Old Town Tonight, Captain Jinks, Marching Through Georgia, Old Solomon Levi, Oh Johnny!, Red River Valley , Wabash Cannonball, Life on the Ocean Wave, Spanish Cavaliero, Bingo, and Jolly is the Miller
